
Public Policy/Legislation Update 13 September 2022


From the NYS Catholic Conference:


Physician-Assisted Suicide - This issue is still one to watch in

January when the Legislature reconvenes as there are bills in 

both the Assembly and Senate.


There are currently no other issues being followed by the 

Conference.


On the website nyscatholic.org, there are resources under

the heading of “Help for Moms” walkingwithmoms.com 

including for NYC and the Albany Diocese, with a statewide

map to locate the closest catholic parish. This is new to

the website since the Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade.


From Migration and Refugee Services:


The Afghan Adjustment Act has been introduced in the U.S.

Senate and House of Representatives on a bipartisan basis.

The bill would create a streamlined process for Afghans who 

entered the US over the past year, with humanitarian parole, 

to apply for lawful permanent resident (LPR) status, also known 

as green cards.


In August, the Department of Homeland Security ended the 

“Remain in Mexico” Policy and extended and re-designated 

TPS (Temporary Protected Status) for Syrians in the US.


National Migration Week is September 19-25. World Day

of Migrants and Refugees 2022 is September 25. The theme

Is “Building the Future with Migrants and Refugees.”


On the Federal side from Catholic Charities USA:


In June, the president signed into law the “Keep Kids

Fed Act of 2022,” that provides $943 million in funding

for school nutrition programs and extends pandemic-era

waivers that provide higher reimbursement rates for school

meals and meals provided at child care centers.


The Department of Housing and Urban Development

announced in August that it will provide $2.8 billion in

competitive funding to homeless services organizations

across the country for supportive services and housing 

programs for people experiencing homelessness.


From USCCB:


Urging action by Congress on several measures that support 

pregnant women and families:


http://nyscatholic.org
http://walkingwithmoms.com


The Pregnant Workers Fairness Act which prohibits 

employment practices that discriminate against making

reasonable accommodations for qualified employees

affected by pregnancy, childbirth or related medical

conditions.


The Adoption Tax Credit Refundability Act would help

low and middle-income families adopt children by making

the current credit fully refundable.


Expanded Child Tax Credit including for pregnant women

and a federal Paid Family Leave Policy.  

The Bishops called for “…further supports for the health and

well being of pregnant and parenting women, assistance

with nutrition and affordable housing, environmental

restrictions on chemicals that cause birth defects, and

provisions to assist low-income families.”


The Inflation Reduction Act was signed into law by

President Biden in August and included provisions *to help

lower prescription drug prices for seniors:


-Requires Medicare to negotiate lower prices for some of

  the highest priced prescription drugs, beginning in 2023

  with 10 high-cost prescription drugs; and the negotiated 

  prices going into effect in 2026. After that, the number 

  of drugs  increases to 15 in 2027 and 2028 and then

  20 in 2029 and every year thereafter.

-Caps out-of-pocket costs for insulin at $35 per month

  for Medicare beneficiaries, beginning in 2023.

-Makes all recommended adult vaccines free for Medicare

  beneficiaries beginning in January 2024;

-Prohibits drug corporations from increasing the price

  it charges Medicare for a drug by more than the rate

  of inflation;

-Caps out-of-pocket drug spending at $2,000 per year

  for Medicare Part D, beginning in 2025;

-Health Insurance through ACA marketplace - bill extends

  through 2025 the federal premium subsidy and other

  financial enhancements made under the American

  Rescue Plan.
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